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• Washington, D.C. - “Recently there has been a great deal of controversy 
regarding the bighorn sheep and domestic sheep grazing provision in the FY12 
Omnibus Appropriations bill and the FY13 House bill.  Ground zero for this 
issue has been in Idaho where many long-time ranching families have been put 
out of business due to concerns about potential disease transmission to bighorn 
sheep.  I will repeat what I’ve said before—I think there is a better way and we 
can both protect bighorn sheep while avoiding putting ranching families out of 
business.   “Today, I’m calling for a ‘time out’ from the fighting and allegations—
many of which are false.  I got involved in this issue because I care deeply for 
our ranchers and for the tribes and sportsmen who work so hard on bighorn 
sheep conservation.  I got involved to find a reasonable solution and tried to 
work with ranchers, hunters, and land management agencies to solve this 
problem.  Unfortunately, this has only elevated the rhetoric and controversy of 
the issue.  Fighting over this problem serves no purpose and does not benefit 
hunting or ranching.  As a result, I am pulling this provision from the Interior 
Appropriations bill; however, I am only doing this to have all interested parties 
come to the table and work with me on a solution.  Too often, one side or the 
other is satisfied with the status quo.  In this case it is not acceptable—and 
losing part of our heritage, whether it be bighorn sheep in Idaho or ranchers in 
Idaho—is not an option.  I intend to hold a round table soon to discuss this 
problem and potential solutions. “Good people can disagree on issues and in 
this case, good people do disagree.  I have heard that the science is settled and 
I have heard that the science is not settled; this comes from scientists, land 
managers, hunters, ranchers and state agencies.  What is clear is there’s no 
consensus.  Intelligent people on both sides of this issue disagree.  To me, this 
means more research is needed and this should be supported by all parties. “I 
also must correct some of the misinformation circulating on blogs:    

• •    The provision currently in effect for FY12 allows changes to domestic 
sheep grazing on federal lands as long as those changes are consistent with 
State wildlife management plans.  States should have more say in the 
management of wildlife on federal lands—especially when millions of dollars—
much of it private donations--have been spent to enhance wildlife.   

• •    Domestic sheep grazing can be carefully managed and monitored to help 
prevent interactions with bighorn sheep; many of these practices are already in 
place, but further research needs to be done.  

• •    Hunting and ranching are vitally important to the economies of rural 
America.  Both need to be preserved. 

•  •    Any type of vaccine is several years away from practical application—this 
is not a silver bullet or short-term solution—but it is worth further research and 



development.  

• •    Land management agencies, including the Forest Service and BLM, need 
to work with the Agricultural Research Service and universities cooperatively to 
further research.  

• •    Risk assessment and habitat modeling need to be rigorously reviewed by 
peers, state agencies and others, to ensure management decisions are based 
on sound science. 

• ” Contact Nikki Watts 
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On the American Sheep Industry Assn website - 
 

House Interior Approps Moves to Committee 
June 22, 2012 
This week, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and Related 
Agencies marked up the Fiscal Year 2013 appropriations bill for the Interior Department, 
Environmental Protection Agency and related agencies.   Some of the provisions in the 
legislation supported by the American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) include: 

• an extension through FY13 of the bighorn sheep provision to block the Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management from making decisions that negatively affect domestic 
sheep grazing due to management for bighorn sheep; 

• permanent extension of the grazing rider to allow for the renewal of permits in spite of the 
NEPA backlog; 

• the extension of grazing permits from 10 years to 20 years; 
• exempting trailing and crossing authorizations (permits) from NEPA through FY14 (this 

language fixes the previous attempt to exempt); and 
• language blocking CWA guidance or rulemaking pertaining to the definition of waters under 

the jurisdiction of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and requiring the 
Environmental Protection Agency to use the rule and guidance already in place. 

"The entire sheep industry applauds Chairman Simpson for language prohibiting federal land 
management agencies from reducing domestic sheep grazing because of conflicts with bighorn 
sheep," said Margaret Soulen Hinson (Idaho), ASI president. "This inclusion again offers the 
industry and researchers the time needed to finalize the implementation of promising vaccines 
to address disease issues, as well as strategies to implement best management practices to 
promote the coexistence of both species of sheep. The conflict promoted by legal organizations 
opposed to livestock grazing on federal lands jeopardizes nearly 25 percent of American lamb 
and wool production."   The draft legislation reported by the subcommittee to the full committee 
on appropriations is available at 
http://plc.cylosoftdemo.com/CMDocs/PublicLandsCouncil/Appropriations/Draft%20Interior%20A
ppropriations%20Bill%20FY%202013.pdf.   The full House Committee on Appropriations is 
scheduled to mark-up the interior FY13 appropriations bill next Wednesday. 

	  


