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Mr. Rob McNabb- 2013 Carl Block Award Recipient 

 

(Ottawa, Ontario) December 2, 2013 – The Canadian Animal Health Coalition (CAHC) is honoured to 

name Mr. Rob McNabb of Calgary, Alberta as this year’s recipient of the Carl Block Award.  Mr. 

McNabb’s career in agriculture began as a summer student with Manitoba agriculture.  Since then, he 

has served in increasingly influential roles and made key contributions to both the beef industry and 

animal agriculture on a broader level.   

 

After graduating from the University of Manitoba, Mr. McNabb was hired by Manitoba Agriculture in 

the capacity of Agriculture Representative.  He then moved on to become the Beef Specialist for the 

province, before relocating to Calgary to join the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) in 1998.   

 

As General Manager for the CCA, Mr. McNabb has made significant contributions to the advancement 

of Canada’s animal health and welfare system. He was instrumental in the drafting of the National 

Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Strategy and went on to serve as industry co-chair of the 

inaugural National Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Council.   

 

Mr. McNabb’s sense of vision for the future combined with his practical, diplomatic approach have 

allowed him to initiate advancements in food safety, biosecurity, traceability, and disease mitigation 

(specifically, E. coli and BSE).  He spearheaded the development and implementation of the Beef 

Cattle Research Council, the Verified Beef Production program, the Canadian Animal Health Coalition, 

and the Canadian BeefCattle On Farm Biosecurity Standard.  Additionally, Mr. McNabb currently 

provides staff support to the CCA’s Animal Health and Meat Inspection Committee.   

 

Highly respected as a staunch advocate of the beef industry and animal agriculture as a whole, his 

leadership abilities have served to further develop agricultural marketing and trade in beef.  Mr. 

McNabb served as the Executive Director for the National Check-off Agency from 2005 to 2011;  and 

currently provides management services to the Canadian Cattlemen Market Development Council. 
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“It is an honour to be recognized by my peers for the Carl Block Award. It is unlikely that an individual 

could be recognized for this type of achievement without the support and respect of colleagues 

working towards the same end. I have been privileged in working with such at the Canadian 

Cattlemen’s Association, the Canadian Animal Health Coalition and most recently at the National 

Farmed Animal Health and Welfare Council”, says Mr. McNabb. 

 

The Carl Block Award is named in honour of the late Carl Block, a cattleman whose dedication to 

Canadian agriculture and commitment to animal health will long be remembered.  Carl was the first 

chair of the Canadian Cattle Identification Agency as well as a Director of the Canadian Cattlemen’s 

Association, the inaugural Chair of CAHC, and former President of the Saskatchewan Stock Growers 

Association.   
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